SBC Meeting 1/22/2008

· AGENDA
· I.     Call to order
· II.  Roll call/New Community Affairs VP
· III.  Review of last meeting's minutes
· IV. Committee reports
· 
a.    Academic Affairs
· 
b.    Public Service
· 
c.    Community Affairs
· V.   Unfinished business
·         a.  Student Org Room (Vic)
·         b.  Suggestion Box (Vic)
· VI. New business:
· 
a.  Finals food (Vic)
· 
b.  Fridge/Microwave Cleanup; Office Hours Sign up (Vic)
· 
c.  SBA Meeting Schedule (Vic)
· 
d.  Quarles and Brady Reading Room Update (Lauren)

· 
e.   Tax-Related Service Opportunity (Jessica)
· 
f.    Book Sales (Jessica)
· 
g.   Website Update (Anwar)
· 
h.  Plagiarism/Honor Code (Melanie)
· 
i.  Bylaw Amendment Reading (Danielle)
· VII. Adjournment
· Minutes
· I.     Call to order
· II.  Roll call/New Community Affairs VP
	Name
	Present?

	Aneeq Ahmad
	Y

	Melanie Black
	Y

	Will Bratcher
	Y

	Truscenialyn Brooks
	Y

	Iliana Castillo
	N

	Anthony Catalino
	Y

	Andy Gehl
	Y

	Danielle Hoffmann
	Y

	Chase Horne
	N

	Purnita Howlader
	Y

	Matt Jalandoni
	Y

	Junyan Li
	N

	Paul Manrique
	Y

	Scott McGoohan
	Y

	Jessica McNamara
	Y

	Rachel Miller
	Y

	Anwar Ragep
	Y

	Karen Siettmann
	Y

	Bonnie Smith
	Y

	Chris Smithka
	Y

	Amber Stevenson
	Y

	Yesha Sutaria
	Y

	Vladislav Tomic
	Y

	Nhu Tran
	Y

	Michael Trepanier
	Y

	Peter White
	Y

	Lauren Williams
	Y

	Vic Yanz
	Y

	Sampson Yimer
	y

	
	


· Vic: We lost Alex because he decided to step down for the spring semester

· Bylaws allow president to appoint someone to take the position subject to SBC ratifying 
· Vic has picked Scott McGoohan for the position because:

· Scott has really stepped and taken on a lot of responsibility in the Fall semester, especially for a 1L

· Scott has already begun planning Barrister’s, picking up the ball where it was dropped by Alex last semester

· Scott spent a couple days straight over break gathering information and negotiating prices at various places

· Has secured a location with a high capacity for a reasonable price

Paul moves vote, Will seconds

· Passes by oral vote

· Vote on Scott as new VP of Community Affairs

· Yea: 24

· Nay: 0

· Abstain: 1

PASSES

· III.  Review of last meeting's minutes
· IV. Committee reports
a.    Academic Affairs (Rachel)
· Dean’s Listening Session

· 3 or 4 more soon, open to all students

· Roundtables this semester between faculty and students

· Focus is social rather than having specific goals

· Lauren is helping

· Aardvarks: 2 more this semester

· No topics yet

· Schedule Swap

· Dean Kelly allowed SBA to facilitate a schedule swap between 1Ls who were interested

· Went smoothly, hold for some enrollment issues

· Question from Jessica: How many people did it?

· Rachel: no exact numbers, she got 5 emails

· Andy: We still have a results from surveys from last Aardvark, he could use help going through the anecdotal feedback

· Lauren

· Matt

· Melanie

· Bonnie

· Truscenialyn 
· Vlad

· b.    Public Service (Paul)
· Middle School Mock Trial

· Talk about whether to do it, we are leading toward doing it

· Vic: We’ve done it the last two years

· 8 or 9 middle schools

· Teams of 4 students with 2 coaches

· Write a mock trial problem

· Chris: coaching is not much of a time commitment, meet once a week for six weeks

· Opening/closing argument; directs/crosses

· Kids get a lot out of it

· Question from Melanie: Is it open to non-SBA?

· Paul: yes

· Chris: Plus we need judges the day of

· WE ARE DOING IT

· Polar Plunge

· Last couple of years we’ve had a law school team

· This year, want to make it really big

· Awesome event

· February 15th
· Going to get people going—everyone in SBA should do it

· Frisbee Golf Event Fundraiser

· Make the holes around campus/school landmarks

· Bascom Hill—Bascom Mall

· Teams of two

· $10 entrance fees

· Saturday morning

· Get prizes donated for top teams

· Anwar: We need things to hit so we can take pictures and make a map

· Do people want to help walk around?

· Toy Drive:

· Went well, some people bought more than they needed to

· Pictures on

· A lot of parents asked to take gifts home so they’d have presents for xmas morning

· c.    Community Affairs (Scott)
· Barristers: Friday, April 10

· At the Inn on the Park

· Room for 600 people

· V.   Unfinished business
·  a.  Student Org Room (Vic)
· At the end of the last semester, BLSA lost some cash/checks and apparel that they were selling for a fundraiser

· A lot of SBC members weighed in, Vic appreciates the feedback

· In terms of how to remedy the situation, the bylaws are silent

· The eboard met about the issue a few times in the name of efficiency

· Felt like we could evaluate it objectively, eboard had strong feelings on both sides of the issue

· In the end, BLSA lost $250 in cash, $200 in checks and $150 in apparel

· Checks were a wash because there were not cashed or canceled

· Left $400 lost, as en eboard we decided to reimburse them ½ of that ($200)

· Done for a number of reasons

· Vic feels partly responsible because we did not do a great job informing the student body as a whole via email—left that duty up to presidents who did not always pass the message on

· BLSA also felt they could handle it better, so we are splitting it

· The room is a lot better now, still a little bit messy

· School bought (we are paying them back) 15 storage bins for the remainder of the property

· Emailed student org leaders for steps to take

· Boxing up the rest of the stuff, figuring out what to do with file cabinets

· Administration and student orgs want to be able to use that room for various events

· Brings outside people into the law school, don’t want to have it a mess

· SBA still has a lot of stuff in the student org room

· We need to get our stuff packaged into bins

· In the future, we want to avoid the BLSA problem.  We run into situations where we’re handling people’s property.

· Paul is going to head a committee to find practical ways for us to deal with these issues

· Paul: set procedure of how to deal with situations where we have someone else’s property

· People on the committee

· Karen

· Lauren

· Truscenialyn 
· Aneeq

· Will

 b.  Suggestion Box (Vic)
· Can Lauren please draft a very email about what the suggestion box is? 

·  Yes, she can
· We will have a box in the atrium 

· Admitted Student Lunches

· Need volunteers for people to take admitted students to lunch

· You get reimbursed for $10/person

· Please don’t do it to get free food, looking for people who are genuinely interested in promoting the law school

· VI. New business:
· a.  Finals food (Vic)
· We have ton of finals food left over, we did a poor job of putting out finals food

· Schedule started late, also people did not put it when they were scheduled

· Really reflects on the entire SBA

· We are trying to change SBA’s image, we’ve been doing a good job—please keep that up

· In the mean time, eat that food

· b.  Fridge/Microwave Cleanup; Office Hours Sign up (Vic)
· Question from Lauren: what do we with reusable/condiments/stuff that shouldn’t be thrown out

· Karen: need to stick to our deadline, can’t expect SBA members to make those judgment calls

· Aneeq: During finals, people stay there over the weekend; deadline inconveniences people

· Truscenialyn: People keep things like jelly there all the time

· Vlad: Called Vic during his cleanout to ask questions

· Rachel: can we just renew awareness about our policy?

· Yesha: we can’t house everyone’s food permanently, but maybe we can have a different policy for finals

· Jessica: wasteful but we can’t also use our judgment

· Purnita: it is a community fridge for everyone, we should not be keeping food for a month in it

· Lauren: brings her lunch every day, forgot once and lost a $20 lunchbox 

· Will: it’s not hard to use your judgment

· Chris: keep the 5PM Friday deadline, if you want it there longer you have to label it and put the date on it; throw everything else away

· Andy: at the very least we can agree not to throw away people’s lunch boxes

· Yesha: then we’ll need a deadline on that too

· Karen: 1Ls! Last year fridge cleanup was spotty at best that’s why we don’t want to make judgment calls

· Rachel will make new signs!

· c.  SBA Meeting Schedule (Vic)
· This year we’re going to have meetings once every three weeks

· 2/12; 3/5; 3/26 at 6:30PM are the meetings before elections

· d.  Quarles and Brady Reading Room Update (Lauren)

· Sent out emails, left out sheets for people to give comments

· Most comments wanted the room to be left laptop-free

· Interesting: SBA actually set up the laptop ban, so we’d probably have the power to remove it

· Outlets: we probably aren’t getting them in that room

· Three options

· (1) let it be

· (2) continue the survey during a time when people will respond

· Question from Jessica: Do we have usage statistics?

· Lauren: people initialed in, but finals time is not the best indication

· Vic: seems like a pretty strong indication that we should keep it

· Andy: maybe the space committee should address the issue of not enough library space?

· Vic will bring it up when the space committee meets

· Will motions to table discussion, Rachel seconds

· Passes

· e.   Tax-Related Service Opportunity (Jessica)
· Place in Madison that will do your taxes for you if you have low income

· Law students can do it!

· Law student volunteers used to come to help out, especially need Spanish-speaking volunteers

· Specifically looking for people to be at the intake desk

· Jessica doesn’t want to organize, would like to pass it on the public service committee

· Chris will take charge of it

· f.    Book Sales (Jessica)
· Book sales went relatively well, we’ve made at least $1500

· We were going to donate books to Africa, but that’s not going to work out

· We have 4 large boxes of books in the student org room

· The value of the books is low because they are outdated

· Does someone want to volunteer to find a place where we can donate these books?

· Karen: there is a program that accepts books for prisoners

· Truscinalyn will look into it

· Other issue is we have money and need to decide what to do with it, people should think of ideas for next meeting

· Scott makes motion to table, Paul seconds

· Passes

· Last issue: we should consider communicating with the faculty about updating their book list

· g.   Website Update (Anwar)
· Things that have been updated:

· Book list

· Contact info

· 1L guide

· Announcements, student orgs can post on the website

· Outline bank updated

· More resources

· Updated pictures

· More user-friendly front page

· What he needs:

· Pictures, preferably landscape

· Outlines

· General feedback, especially on 1L guide

· Question from Vic: can Anwar send an email to everyone telling us what he wants from us

· Thanks Anwar again, let’s all clap for Anwar again

· h.  Plagiarism/Honor Code (Melanie)
· There are problems with plagiarism in the law school, especially on the journals

· Looked at other law schools and the MBA program here

· University has a misconduct policy, but business school took it a step forward with an exit pledge

· Maybe we should have that when we enter the law school?

· MBA also has an honor board

· Can SBA do something about law school creating an honor code

· A lot of the problem is that people don’t know they are plagiarizing, but it’s a problem throughout the law school

· Melanie is willing to discuss it with a committee outside 

· Vic: Doesn’t know if we can do it, but it is a great idea

· We can bring it up at our Dean’s meeting, probably has to be done in concert with the administration

· i.  Bylaw Amendment Reading (Danielle)
· Bylaws committee met last week

· There have been a number of times this year when SBA has run into problems with the bylaws (ex: during the budget approval)

· In an attempt to streamline the amendment process, Danielle is going to send a list of general idea to the SBC

· Please email your thoughts either way

· Idea is to get the backing of the SBC before we make changes

· At the next meeting will have a reading of the proposed amendments with no debate, debate and vote will happen at the following meeting.
VII. Adjournment
