
2/12/2009


· AGENDA
· I.   Call to order

· II.  Roll call

· III.  ASM items

·         a.   Proposed changes to ASM constitution (Ben Carter)

·         b.   SBA endorsement for ASM vacancy (Ben Carter)

· IV.  Review of last meeting's minutes

· V. Committee reports

· 
a.    Academic Affairs



· 
b.    Public Service

· 
c.    Community Affairs

· V.   Unfinished business

·         a.   Student Org Room (Vic Yanz)

·         b.   Book sales funds/Treasurer report (Vic Yanz/Yesha Sutaria)

· VI. New business:

· 
a.
Bylaws Proposal Reading  

· VII. Adjournment
· MINUTES
· I.   Call to order

· II.  Roll call

	Name
	Present?

	Aneeq Ahmad
	Y

	Melanie Black
	Y

	Will Bratcher
	Y

	Truscenialyn Brooks
	Y

	Iliana Castillo
	Y

	Andy Gehl
	Y

	Danielle Hoffmann
	Y

	Chase Horne
	Y

	Purnita Howlader
	Y

	Matt Jalandoni
	Y

	Junyan Li
	Y

	Paul Manrique
	Y

	Scott McGoohan
	Y

	Jessica McNamara
	N

	Rachel Miller
	Y

	Anwar Ragep
	N

	Karen Siettmann
	Y

	Bonnie Smith
	Y

	Chris Smithka
	Y

	Amber Stevenson
	Y

	Yesha Sutaria
	Y

	Vladislav Tomic
	N

	Nhu Tran
	Y

	Michael Trepanier
	Y

	Peter White
	N

	Lauren Williams
	Y

	Vic Yanz
	Y

	Sampson Yimer
	Y


· III.  ASM items

· a.   SBA Endorsement for ASM Vacancy (Ben Carter)

· Ben has resigned his seat on ASM

· What his role should be is to act as law school’s guy in ASM, but he isn’t going to meetings

· But it’s a good seat to fill—lots of information, good for the law school to know what is going on and where our fees are going

· ASM has much more money than most undergrad intuitions and more control than other school’s governments

· Time commitment is 4 hours every other week, 6:30 on Wednesday nights

· Good to get someone who is actively involved with the law school, maybe a 1L or 2L so they can maybe run again even though they won’t want to

· Question from Vic: how long is the tenure?

· Ben: goes through the end of April 

· Question from Paul: Is Ben hoping someone from SBA will do it?

· Ben: meeting again next Wednesday, SBC is position to make decisions for the school.  Doesn’t have to be an SBA member, but does have to be someone who is willing to go to those meetings and sit in on SBA meetings

· Question form Michael: Why did Ben want to quit?

· Ben: Schedule, WILJ, Moot Court.. too much, dissatisfaction with the organization

· Question from Matt: Can we send a different person every week?

· Ben: for info gathering, yes… but then we would not be able to vote

· Question from Will: How does the open seat work?  Does Ben appoint?

· Ben: No binding authority, he will tell them our recommendation and they will probably follow it

· Question from Mike: There isn’t anything we really need to be concerned this second?

· Ben: Yes BUT, there is a long run consideration: we live in an isolated bubble, if we don’t have a representative now, no one will run, someone will write in and the cycle will repeat itself.  If we raise the level of the position’s creditability, then people will do it.

· b.   Proposed ASM Constitution Amendment (Ben Carter)

· Proposed model restructures ASM

· Why it matters:

· Could affect funding for registered student orgs

· Current government is failing, has a minimal indirect

· Positives for Ben’s model

· ASM has very little credibility on campus, bashed in Badger Herald, not even covered in Daily Cardinal

· The old model is a theoretical person’s fantasy—decentralizes everything—FOLKS THAT DOES NOT WORK

· New model empowers certain individuals with higher levels of responsibility

· If something goes wrong, there is someone to blame

· Any change is good, current model is just not working

· Worst case scenario, the proposed model doesn’t work

· Criticisms of Ben’s Model

· Too much power for the President

· But, we’re not talking about a president with military power, when we move to a centralized model more power is given to certain individuals

· Possibility for corruption

· Moves away from a grassroots model

· Wrap-Up

· There have been some issue-related groups that have endorsed it, as well as college groups—Business Student Org, Engineering School

· Requesting an endorsement

· Question from Karen: What does this have to do with the law school? Aren’t we unaffected?

· Ben disagrees: This group would give us a figurehead when there are problems and we want someone to go to.  What SBA distributes is micro when compared to ASM, we should take a macro look at how we evaluate it’s affect on us.  The fact that it doesn’t affect us today is symptomatic of a flawed system

· Question from Vic: Is this voted on?

· Ben: Students will vote on whether to adopt or reject this model

· Question from Andy: Is Ben suggesting we hold a student forum?

· Ben: Suggesting taking action.

· Question from Rachel: If we can’t hold forum, should we put in email?

· Ben: Yes

· Question from Will: Does Ben have something we can put on website?

· Ben: Yes

· Will points out that SBC can’t take a stance

· WEBSITE: Asmconstitution.wordpress.com

· Question from Bonnie: SFSC has so much power—what is happening with the allocating power?

· Ben: That is a crucial question.  Short answer: the appropriates committee would be analogous to the SFSC

· Still elected person on the committee, executive branch would appoint positions to it as well

· Question from Paul: How many people on student council?

· Ben: 33, set up by colleges

· Question from Paul: What does the role entail?

· Ben: Your level of influence is a product of how much work you put in.  The good thing about law students is that people we assume we’re smarter

· Vic: We’ll talk about this stuff and figure how we can/want to approach it.  Thanks to Ben for coming in

· Note form Vic: we tried to get someone with an opposing opinion point of view

· SBC’s discussion

· Seat

· Vic: does anyone here want to take it on?

· Michael would consider it

· Vic would rather someone on SBC do it, in the alternative we would recruit via announcements

· Michael: would Charlotte do it?

· Charlotte would think about it

· Lauren: Is there anyway to find out who ran?

· Chris: It was Ryan Farrell

· Michael: We should go to Ryan?

· Vic will coordinate with interested parties via email

· Proposed changes to constitution

· Vic: Will anyone draft a short announcement with a link to the webpage to inform students that the issue exists and there is going to be a university-wide vote

· Matt: Should Ben do it?

· Andy: it make sense that we help inform students, support Ben in some sort of forum

· Vic: that is also a good idea—Academic Affair?

· Karen: ASM has little to nothing to do with the daily lives of law students

· Rachel: Not a big deal if people want to take it on for right now, one of SBA’s goals is to do a better job communicating—lots of connections between law school and the university

· Scott: Doesn’t add much to our plate, Ben’s point was just that we keep our heads above water

· Paul: What was Ben’s point?

· Vic: Both that we could get money and we would know what was going on

· Charlotte: During budget committee meetings, they directed people to ASM, some student orgs did get money from there

· Vic: worthwhile endeavor, just to have SBA’s name attached to any event about it.  Will anyone coordinate with Ben to get a forum put on next week?

· Reserve a room, getting Ben to draft an email, SBA will endorse it

· Andy will do it.

· IV.  Review of last meeting's minutes

· Karen motions, Rachel seconds

· Passes by oral vote

· V. Committee reports

a.    Academic Affairs
 (Rachel)
· Dean is unavailable, but going to talk to him about Dean’s Initiative

· Going to set up student/faculty roundtables—1 or 2

· Working with Erlanger to set up next Aardvark

· Integration of evaluations

· Maybe student-led evaluations half-way through semester

· Michael: Want to set up a document to remind faculty what they should be/need to do on students’ behalf

· Rachel: Make sure profs are accountable for having book list out early enough.  Making sure profs/dean are available, have Dean hold office hours?, Grades getting in on time

· Ruth Robarts contacted Rachel, need a 3L to fill a position for the disabilities committee.  Ruth also though SBA gave tutoring services for MLI students—we don’t know what that means

· Matt: APALSA SALSA does do tutoring, MLI students have to write papers, someone is assigned as a work study to help them

· They also have tutors/discussion leaders in each class


b.    Public Service (Paul)
· Polar Plunge is coming up

· Amber: Amber has raised the most money so far

· SBC members should raise money, can’t just jump in—have to raise $75

· Pre-register next week

· Double the number of people jumping from last year

· Middle School Mock Trial

· Just need a few more coaches (4-6)

· Heard back from most middle schools

· Date moved to April 25 so it doesn’t conflict with Admitted Students weekend

· Paul’s new committee will meet next week

c.    Community Affairs (Scott)
· Paul calls everyone an idiot

· Scott: Most bar reviews are booked, LOTS OF BUZZ ABOUT THE KK—IT WILL HAPPEN!!!!!!!!!!!!

· Good way to get us involved with the “undergrad body”

· Barristers: Madison Club is expensive wants us to have security, so it’s at Inn on the Park

· Holds up to 600 people, more money, can look into open bar or donate to charity

· Karen: What about students who aren’t interested in drinking?

· Scott: we will have a scrabble room

· Karen: No, but it would be cool if we could do something for them.  Get a local restaurant to offer a discount or something?

· V.   Unfinished business

· Email from Mike Hall re: need one person for lunch and one person for reception

· a.   Student Org Room (Vic Yanz)
· Got everything out of there without complaints, so far

· Good news: we got a flat screen TV for the room

· It’s going to be locked one channel—probably news

· Anwar will set up a poll that we can send out to people re: what channel should be on

b.   Book sales funds/Treasurer report (Vic Yanz/Yesha Sutaria)

· Yesha: we’re at about $10K right now, which is where we were at last year.  Still have to do Barrister’s ($5750, make about half it back), 1L party after finals, mock trial competition, 3L party, finals food, just desserts, money coming from locker renewals.  We still have a bit of a cushion

· Vic: We need to figure out what to do with book sale money.  We have about $1800.  Idea was to use it to buy something for students: appliances in student lounge, another game, question is how much should we spend?

· Next meeting we will vote on what to spend and get ideas of what to spend it on

· Karen: can we put notice in email and ask for student opinion?

· VI. New business:

a.
Bylaws Proposal Reading  (Danielle)

Scott: selling books?

Karen: email comments

Andy: Budget stuff is important, we shouldn’t put it off another year

· Danielle will send out ideas again, this time people will give feedback.

· VII. Adjournment
· Michael moves to adjourn, Purnita seconds
· Passes by oral vote
